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Program Description 
 
Land degradation should be prevented before it 
arises and also soil and water conservation on slop-
ing land should be promoted through proper me-
chanical measures to prevent erosion and runoff. 
Since the 2000s, the protection and proper man-
agement of sloping land became highlighted in 
DPRK, a country which is mostly covered by moun-
tains and hilly areas. 
 
Based on the dialog between the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and its partner 
in the DPRK, the Ministry of Land and Environmen-
tal Protection (MoLEP) a framework for the coopera-
tion in sustainable Sloping Land Management (SLM) 
in DPRK was formulated and agreed in 2003. The 
goal is to contribute to the ecological sustainable, 
economically viable and socially beneficial man-
agement of sloping land by improving soil fertility, 
preventing soil erosion and meeting the needs of 
local people. 
 
Starting in 2004, SDC and MoLEP introduced new 
approaches on SLM to Sloping Land User Groups 
(UG). These UGs are organizations, registered to 
the County Forest Management Board, managing 
allocated slopes for reforestation and environmental 
protection. The new approaches are aiming for the 
protection of the environment as well as providing 
more income to the UGs. Through program imple-
mentation agro forestry measures were introduced 
as most potential mechanical measures, which have 
been proven as a win-win approach for structural 
and non structural measures in preventing soil ero-
sion and sustainable farming production for the 
households of the members of the UGs. 
 
Achievements and good practices of the program 
led to an enhanced recognition of agro forestry as a 
national approach for future reforestation plans. In 
2012, MoLEP introduced a new structure of field 
core team improving the knowledge flow from na-
tional to field level. Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
and Water Management are integrated in the pro-
gram and will contribute to environmental sustaina-
ble results. During the last 9 years, the SLM pro-
gram of SDC formed 93 UGs managing 902 ha of 
sloping lands in the province of North Hwanghae. 
 
Based on success, the SLM program is continuing 
its 5th phase 2012- 2014. After the development of 
the technical instruments, a new focus is given to 
the strengthening the capacity at MoLEP aiming to 
replicate the AF approach at national level. 
 
Since 2008 several technical manuals and guides 
for knowledge transfer at field level were developed 

in collaboration with the World Agro forestry Center 
(ICRAF).  
 
Background Information 
 
The DPRK is covered by 80% of mountains and 
upland slopes and has only 16.6% of arable land. 
 
Due to chronic food shortages and insufficient en-
ergy in the 2000s, sloping lands were cultivated and 
deforested. This unsustainable sloping land man-
agement led to natural hazards such as landslides, 
soil erosion and even risks for floods to downstream 
areas where residential and farm lands are located. 
 
MoLEP set up its strategy for the years 2011-2015, 
targeting 150,000 ha of degraded sloping lands to 
be restored on the basis of an improved agro for-
estry approach. In line with the higher recognition of 
agro forestry, MoLEP revised its mandate by ex-
panding its structure supporting agro forestry appli-
cation from national down to field level. 
 

 
 
Budget 
 
Year Budget EUR Usergroups 
2013-2014 717’000 190 
2012 312’000 93 
2011 305’636 87 
2010 444’109 63 
2009 287’888 34 
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