
 

 

Guard Command 
 
The Guard Command (which is also called the General Guard Bureau) is tasked with 
managing the safety and welfare of the senior North Korean leadership, paricularly Kim 
Jong-il and the Kim Family.  On one hand, it is similar to the US Secret Service because 
it protects the country’s leadership.  On the other, it has several combat brigades stationed 
throughout the country at Kim Jong-il’s residences.  In coordination with the Pyongyang 
Defense Corps and III Army Corps, it responsible for the security of Pyongyang. 
 
The Guard Command is a corps-level unit of the Korean People’s Army1 of between 
50,000-100,000 personnel dispersed into six departments, three combat brigades and a 
construction batallion and it owns at least one foreign trading firm (Chilsong Trading 
Company).  It possesses anti-aircraft artillery batteries, tanks and aircraft as well as 
“jeeps, Mercedes limousine buses, and Russian-made Zil trucks.”  It is also believed to be 
the most technically advanced organization within the KPA or the internal security 
agencies.    The Guard Command’s headquarters are located in Moranbong District 
(Moronbong-kuyok), Pyongyang.   
 
The Guard Command formally liaisons to the Office of Adjutants2 in Kim Jong-il’s 
Personal Secretariat.  The Office of Adjutants is responsible for Kim Jong-il’s personal 
security detail.  In providing General-Secretary Kim’s personal security, the Guard 
Command also manages his transportation needs including chauffeur or railway service 
and the security and maintenance of the railway and roads he uses.3   
 
The Guard Command’s Security Department manages all telephone and Internet 
communcations by the North Korean leadership.  One subunit is responsible for Kim 
Jong-il’s meeting communications needs to run the country.  In coordination with 
Ministry of Public Security, the Guard Command’s Security Department manages the 
personnel and technical maintenance of the telephone and fax lines used by senior 
leadership in Pyongyang and provincial capitals. 
 
The Guard Command’s so called #2 Department is responsible for the security and 
general well being of members of the Kim Family and core elite.  The #2 Department is 
comprised of a combination of security and household staff.  It provides residential 
security protection, chauffer service and general household/domestic help to the core 
elite.   
 
The Guard Command is an also an active intelligence organization.  The Guard 
Command has an active subunit that investigates senior Party and Army leaders.  The 

                                                 
1 Although the Guard Command draws its personnel from the KPA, it is not part of the KPA or MPAF 
chain of command. 
2 The Office of Adjutants is headquarted in a building connected to Kim Jong-il’s #1 Office Complex in 
Central District (Chuk-kuyok), Pyongyang.   
3 One defector report claims that the Guard Command is responsible for Kim Jong-il’s underground roads 
and facilities.  See “Interview with Former Member of Kim Jong-il ‘Pleasure Squad’” 
(http://asiamatters.blogspot.com/2010/02/interviews-with-former-member-of-kim.html) 
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Guard Command’s other subordinate departments  conduct surveillance on the corps 
elite.   The Security Department actively monitors all telephone and Internet activity by 
the country’s leadership.  The #2 Department keep many of the core elite under active 
surveillance.  The Guard Command generates reports on its ongoing surveillance activity 
and submits them to Kim Jong-il. 
 
Institutional Ties 
 
The Guard Command is tied directly to Kim Jong-il’s Personal Secretariat.  The Guard 
Command liaisons with the State Security Department in providing personal security to 
Kim Jong-il and the core elite.  It also liaisons with the Ministry of Public Security to 
provide Kim Jong-il’s security during his inspection tours, and its Security Department 
links to MPS to manage telecommunications in Pyongyang and provincial capitals. The 
Guard Command is also linked to the Pyongyang Defense Corps and the III Army Corps. 
 
Command and Reportage 
 
The Guard Command reports directly to Kim Jong-il through the KWP.  It is commanded 
by Col. Gen. Yun Jong-rin.  Col. Gen. Yun has been identified by name as escorting Kim 
Jong-il on several occasions in 2007.4 
 
 
Background 
 
The early incarnation of the Guard Command was established in 1946 for the protection 
of early North Korean leaders.  From the 1970’s to early 1990’s, the Guard Command 
was part of the State Security Department.  The corps ranks and number of units were 
expanded in the early 1990’s.  It was technically subordinate to the Ministry of People’s 
Armed Forces, but its command has historically reported through the KWP. 
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4 See “Kim Jong-il Enjoys Art Performance Given by KPA Service Persons,” 
(http://www.kcna.co.jp/item/2007/200711/news11/17.htm#1) KCNA, 117 November 2007 
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