
Kim Sol-song 

 

Arguably Kim Jong-il's favorite child, Kim Sol-song was the first grandchild 
acknowledged and, in conforming with tradition, named by Kim Il-sung.  She was born 
around 1974.  Unlike her half- and step-siblings she was educated domestically in the 
DPRK, including attending Kim Il-sung University  She speaks several languages 
(including English and Russian) and is conversant in foreign policy, economics and 
literature.  Kim Sol-song worked in her late grandfather's Presidential Office and the 
KWP Propaganda and Agitation Department.  Since the late 1990's, she has been 
employed in Kim Jong-il's Personal Secretariat where she holds a Department Director's 
position, presiding over Office #99 which is said to manage some of General-Secretary 
Kim's financial accounts and as well as technology (computers and software) acquisition. 

Kim Sol-song has escorted her father on his guidance and inspection tours, as his aide.  
She has also served as her father's interpreter in meetings with foreign heads of state, and 
traveled to Russia with him in 2002.  Kim Sol-song is highly valued as an adviser and 
aide to General-Secretary Kim.  According to a couple of reports, she was reported as 
wearing a KPA Lieutenant Colonel's uniform on guidance tours and may hold an 
unofficial rank in the Guard Command, over which she is likely tasked with some 
administrative oversight.  With Kim Ok, she shares responsibility for managing Kim 
Jong-il's calendar, travel schedule and security arrangements.  Unlike Kim Ok, Kim Sol-
song has political and policy credibility and should be viewed as highly influential in 
decisions affecting succession and contingency planning.   

Circumstantially, she has a position of import among North Korean elites as she is 
directly and legitimately linked to Kim Il-sung, in addition to years of service in KWP 
departments.  She most likely has personal and professional ties to MAR Ri Ul-sol, Gen. 
Hyon Chol-hae, Gen. Ri Myong-su, KWP Secretary Kim Ki-nam, PAD Director Cho Ik-
gyu and PAD Senior Deputy Director Ri Jae-il.  She has familial and political ties to Jang 
Song-thaek, Kim Kyong-hui, VMAR Ri Yong-mu and Kang Sok-ju. 

One might want to view Kim Sol-song as a Third Generation Kim Kyong-hui, in that she 
is not only a descendant of Kim Il-sung, but educated, politically savvy and, at the age of 
35, a seasoned veteran of the bureaucratic competitions among North Korean elites.  
Because of Kim Ok's alleged ties to deputy directors in the Organization and Guidance 
Department and the National Defense Commission, it is highly likely that her opinions 
regarding succession and contingency planning may be taken more seriously by General-
Secretary Kim because she could be viewed as a disinterested party.  It is also likely that 
an important role has been designed for her in a post-KJI regime, and it would not be 
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surprising to see her holding a significant support role in both a hereditary, or collective 
succession.  If the North Korean elites (including General-Secretary Kim) could subsume 
their patriarchal sexism, Kim Sol-song is the ideal candidate for hereditary succession.  
This would be the Empress Myeongseong scenario previously put forth by the eminent 
Dr. Mansourov. 

 


