
 

 

National Defense Commission 
 
The National Defense Commission is North Korea’s supreme policymaking body.   The 
chairman of the National Defense Commission is the DPRK’s chief government 
executive.   According to Articles 100 and 102 of the DPRK Constitution, “The chairman 
of the DPRK National Defense Commission is the supreme leader of the DPRK [and] the 
supreme commander of the overall armed forces of the DPRK and commands and directs all the 
armed forces of the state.”  The current chairman of the National Defense Commission is Kim 
Jong-il.   
 
The authority of the National Defense Commission chairman is defined by Section 2 of the 
DPRK Constitution: 
 
Section 2. Chairman of the DPRK National Defense Commission 
 
Article 100.  The chairman of the DPRK National Defense Commission is the supreme leader of 
the DPRK. 
 
Article 101. The term of office of the chairman of the DPRK NDC shall be the same as that of the 
SPA. 
 
Article 102. The chairman of the DPRK NDC is the supreme commander of the overall armed 
forces of the DPRK and commands and directs all the armed forces of the state. 
 
Article 103. The chairman of the DPRK NDC shall have the duties and authority to: 
 

1. Guide overall affairs of the state. 
2. Directly guide the work of the NDC. 
3. Appoint or dismiss important cadres of the national defense sector. 
4. Ratify or abrogate significant treaties concluded with other countries. 
5. Exercise the right to grant special pardons. 
6. Declare a state of emergency and state of war in the country, and issue orders for 
mobilization. 

 
Article 104. The chairman of the DPRK NDC shall issue orders. 
 
Article 105. The chairman of the DPRK NDC shall be accountable for his work to the SPA. 
 
 
The National Defense Commission is comprised of four (4) vice-chairmen and eight (8) members  
 
NDC Vice-chairmen 
VMAR Jo Myong-rok (Director, MPAF General Political Bureau), First Vice Chairman  
VMAR Kim Yong-chun (Minister of the People’s Armed Forces)   
Gen. O Kuk-ryol (Director, KWP Operations Department/Bureau #1 NDC) 
VMAR Ri Yong-mu 
 
NDC Members 
 
Jon Pyong-ho, KWP Secretary of Munitions (Defense) Industry 



 

 

VMAR Kim Il-chol, Senior Vice-Minister, MPAF 
Paek Se-bong, Chairman, Second Economic Committee 
Ju Kyu-chang, Senior Deputy Director, CC KWP Munitions Department 
Gen. Kim Jong-gak, Senior Deputy Director, MPAF General Political Bureau 
Col. Gen. U Tong-chuk, Senior Deputy Director, State Security Department 
Jang Song-thaek, Director, CC KWP Administration Department 
Gen. Ju Sang-song, Minister of Public Security 
 
The role and powers of the National Defense Commission are defined by Section 2 of the 
DPRK Constitution:  
 
Section 3. The National Defense Commission 
 
Article 106. The National Defense Commission is the supreme national defense guidance organ 
of state sovereignty. 
 
Article 107. The NDC shall be composed of the chairman, first vice chairman, vice chairmen, and 
members. 
 
Article 108. The term of office of the NDC shall be the same as that of the SPA. 
 
Article 109. The NDC shall have the duties and authority to: 

 
1. Establish important policies of the state for carrying out the military-first revolutionary 
line. 
2. Guide the overall armed forces and defense-building work of the state. 
3. Supervise the status of executing the orders of the chairman of the DPRK NDC and the 
decisions and directives of the NDC, and establish relevant measures. 
4. Rescind the decisions and directives of state organs that run counter to the orders of the 
chairman of the DPRK NDC and to the decisions and directives of the NDC. 
5. Establish or abolish central organs of the national defense sector. 
6. Institute military titles and confer military titles above the general-grade officer rank. 

 
Article 110. The NDC shall issue decisions and directives. 
 
Article 111. The NDC shall be accountable for its work to the SPA. 
 
The above powers are outlined in the DPRK Constitution approved in April 2009 at the 
12th Supreme People’s Assembly. Previously, the NDC consisted of eight (8) member); 
in April 2009 the number of National Defense Commissioners expanded to twelve (12) 
members.   In a first for the North Korean press, the newly reconstituted membership of 
the National Defense Commission saw its photographs published in the KWP official 
newspaper, Rodong Sinmun.  Behind the photographs lay an unstated message about the 
NDC—this was a new collective power and here are the faces of the DPRK State’s 
general administration body.   This statutory and public activity ended a constitutional 
process that began in 1992, which established the National Defense Commission as an 
independent power organ with a second-ranked position in the DPRK State with its chair 
approved by the Supreme People’s Assembly.   
 



 

 

Until 1992, the NDC was another department subordinate to the Central People’s 
Committee and DPRK Presidency.  It was a powerful, but consultative body, 
coordinating military and defense matters in conjunction with the KWP Central Military 
Committee and the Ministry of People’s Armed Forces.  At the 10th Supreme People’s 
Assembly in 1998, the National Defense Commission was elevated to become the highest 
State organ with responsibility for military and defense policy.  The National Defense 
Commission Chairman became the highest-ranking position in the DPRK.  Upon 
officially succeeding his father between 1997 and 1998, Kim Jong-il elected not to take 
the title DPRK President (a/k/a President of the Republic).  Instead, Kim Il-sung was 
made the Eternal President of the DPRK and the President of the Presidium of the 
Supreme People’s Assembly became the nominal head of state.   
 
The Chair of the National Defense Commission became the most powerful position in the 
DPRK, one endowed with actual power, found in the constitutional change licensing the 
NDC Chair full command of the DPRK’s security apparatus.  Since 1993, the chair of the 
NDC has been Kim Jong-il (concurrently General-Secretary of the Korean Workers’ 
Party, unofficially chief executive of the Party).  At the 10th Supreme People’s Assembly, 
newly installed SPA President Kim Yong-nam spoke to the powers of the NDC Chair: 
 

The NDC chairmanship is the highest post of the state with which to organize and 
lead the work of defending the state system of the socialist country and the 
destinies of the people and strengthening and increasing the defense capabilities 
of the country and the state power as a whole through command over all the 
political, military and economic forces of the country. It is also a sacred, 
important post which symbolizes and represents the honor of our country and the 
dignity of the nation. For Kim Jong Il to continue to take the heavy 
responsibilities as NDC Chairman and lead the work of national defense for the 
supreme interests of the state is a requirement of the Korean revolution and a 
unanimous desire of the Korean people who have deeply felt his greatness in the 
practice of the protracted revolutionary struggle and who have cherished absolute 
trust in him through this. 

  
The previous incarnation of the National Defense Commission augmented other security 
power organs such as the KWP Central Military Committee, the Ministry of People’s 
Armed Forces and its central subordinate power body, the General Political Bureau.  It 
was not a formal commission with set dates and times for meetings that resulted in policy 
and guidance for the DPRK military.  Rather it was an institution where Kim Jong-il 
gathered his confidantes among the KPA command and the management of the KWP-
based military-defense industry.   
 
The changes made to the DPRK Constitution in April 2009 formalized the NDC’s role in 
the DPRK State.  It also establishes a formal management system that can assume interim 
control in the event of General-Secretary Kim not being able to physically carry out his 
duties.  It could establish a support system if a hereditary ruler is named to succeed Kim 
Jong-il as DPRK leader.   
 



 

 

Directly subordinate to the NDC are the Ministry of People’s Armed Forces, including 
the KPA General Staff.  However, General-Secretary Kim can bypass the NDC and 
MPAF and assume direct command of the KPA through the General Staff.  The State 
Security Department and Military Security Command are also both technically and 
directly subordinate to the NDC, but the executive management of the SSD and MSC 
report directly to Kim Jong-il.  Linked between the control channels of the NDC and 
Korean Workers’ Party is the Second Economic Committee and Second Academy of 
Natural Sciences which are responsible for the DPRK’s military-defense industry and the 
research, development and testing of the DPRK’s strategic weapons programs.   
 
There are also several subordinate bureaus within the NDC responsible for managing 
intelligence and paramilitary operations; these agencies were imported from the Korean 
Workers’ Party.  These bureaus technically report to the NDC Policy Directorate.  In 
addition to that, General-Secretary Kim has installed two of his closest KPA confidantes 
into senior management positions at the NDC. Gen. Ri Myong-su assumed the directorate 
of the NDC Administration Department, and Gen. Hyon Chol-hae became Director the 
NDC Standing Bureau.   
 
The National Defense Commission is located in the Rakwon-dong of the Pothonggang 
District (kuyok) in west-central. Pyongyang. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


